
 

Installing Tesseract OCR 
 
 
1. The first step is to install the Tesseract ‘engine’ from GitHub.  
 
https://github.com/tesseract-ocr/tesseract/wiki 
  
2. Scroll down to choose the instructions for the operating system your computer is running, 
e.g. ‘Linux’, ‘macOS’, ‘Windows’. This guide is based on installation for Windows. Windows users 
will need to click on the Tesseract at UB Mannheim link   
 
3. The two versions linked to are v5.0.0. Click on the correct one for your computer. If you have 
any difficulty downloading v5.0.0 a good alternative is v4.1.0 which you can get by going toolder 
versions to see the list of all versions. Scroll down and select tesseract-ocr-w64-setup-v4.1.0-
elag2019.exe to start the download. 
 

 
N.B. If you have a laptop that belongs to your institution you may need to ask someone at your 
institution with administrator privileges to install the Tesseract application and other files you 
have just downloaded. 
 
 
4. Once the engine has downloaded you will find it in your Downloads. Right click on it and 
select Open and then Run to start the installation. Work your way through the installation steps. 
It is probably best to save the files in the default folder it suggests, which will likely be 
C:\Program Files\Tesseract-OCR 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://github.com/tesseract-ocr/tesseract/wiki


5.  Next, go to https://github.com/tesseract-ocr/tesseract/wiki/Data-Files and select the 
language file(s) you need if you are working with non-English language material (see image 
below). For example, if the document or page you want to OCR is written in Hindi script, 
download hin.traineddata.  
 

 
 
 
8. Once you have done that, move the hin.traineddata file (or whichever language file you 
downloaded) from your Downloads folder into the tessdata folder which is found within the 
root Tesseract folder C:\Program Files\Tesseract-OCR 
 
9. Move the images (TIFF, JPEG,PNG) you want to OCR into the root Tesseract-OCR folder (not 
the tessdata subfolder).  
 
You’re now ready to OCR your documents! Scroll down to the next page to learn how to use 
Tesseract for OCR. 
                
 
 
 

https://github.com/tesseract-ocr/tesseract/wiki/Data-Files


Using Tesseract Command Line for OCR 
 

1. Open the command prompt ‘Console’ which you can locate by searching console or cmd within 
the start menu (for Windows).  

 

 
 
This is where you will send write commands to OCR the images.  
 

 
 
 

2. In the command prompt the folder path will likely show C:\Program Files\Tesseract-OCR> if you 
are using a personal computer. For the institutional computer I am using the folder path is 
different (see image above). The important thing is to make sure the file path displayed in the 
command prompt is to the root folder of Tesseract that you previously installed. 
 

                                                 
3. The next step is to write the command to OCR your desired image. If you are running OCR for a 

language other than English, you need to specify the language you are working with. Let’s use a 
TIFF file named HindiPage for our example, written in Hindi script. The command is: 
 
 >tesseract HindiPage.tif out –l hin  

 
 

      which makes the whole command (for me)…  
 
C:\Users\tderrick\AppData\Local\Tesseract-OCR>tesseract HindiPage.tif out –l hin  
(nb: the character after – is a lower case ‘L’ rather than upper case I). Hit Enter. Your console 
window should look something like below. 
 

 



 
If your image is of text written in English, you do not need to download a language file from 
GitHub because Tesseract comes equipped with English training within the Tessdata folder.  So if 
you want to OCR an English language text, you do not need to specify the language in the 
command. The command would be: 
 
>tesseract filename.tif out  
 
Great! You have just turned an image into OCR text. Check your Tesseract folder where you put the 

images. You should see both your original image file and a new TXT file, the OCR output (see image 

below). The easiest way to find this in the folder is to order the files by date. Open both TXT file and 

the image to compare how accurate the OCR result is.  

 

 

4. Next try creating a searchable PDF of your image. To do so, repeat step 3 but add the extension 
pdf to the end of the command. So the command would be: 
 
>tesseract HindiPage.tif out –l hin pdf 
 
 

5. Finally, try running OCR for multiple images using one command. The command for multiple .tif 
images with text written in Hindi script is:  
 
>for %i in (*.tif) do tesseract %i %i –l hin  
 
Similarly, multiple JPEG images written in English requires the command: 
 
 >for %i in (*.jpg) do tesseract %i %i 
 

 
 
If your images are saved in the Tesseract-OCR root folder Tesseract will work through each of 

them automatically when you run through the above command. You will be able to see the 

processing in the command line window. 

Tesseract can output as plain TXT, HTML, PDF, ALTO and HOCR. 

The GitHub pages have a list of commands that can be used with Tesseract which you will find 

useful if you want to experiment with page segmentation or OCR pages containing more than 

one language.https://github.com/tesseract-ocr/tesseract/wiki/Command-Line-Usage 

https://github.com/tesseract-ocr/tesseract/wiki/Command-Line-Usage

